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Introduction

The ressarch group *Architecture of Changing Times* was formed in the
yeat 1982 and founded a year later with five voluntesr members 5 3
students’ group or assaciation, The first initiative of the group was 1o
Introtuce the contemporary history of architecture in Tran, and also its
mportant architects. To that date, there was neéither encugh analitical and
hestorical Iterature produced on the matter nor any organization that would
officiafly show the way or help sponsores the research work carried on by
passionate, interested ones who worked on the subject. That was why some
members stopped their collaboaration with the group.

Nevertheless, the group "Architecture of Changing Times' encountered
difficulties = including the lack of good and valid documents, the necossity
of referring to oral history and lield research, long years of research in
newspapers and petiodicats, different centers of national and architectural
documents and succeeded, 10 the énd of the elghties, in the gathering of
many documents on the subpct

During the nineles, freelance research work became a mare Senous
professional and national task, and more profound work on backaround
correlated themes, such as modermnity, industry, archaeology, the global
architecture and socio-palitical changes were bacoming necessary for a
good anakysis.

The group “Architecture of the Changing Times” works on a perod of owr
country's architecture of which social change has been a permanent character.

Historically, this penod Starts in the middie years of the reign of Nasser—
e-adin shah Qajar {duning 1880), and continues 1o the present day. Change
& doubled during the perod with other dilterent charactenstics.

Marry buildings built by Iranian or foredgn architects during this long
perod were impressed by social changes, and a classification of the
architectural work Into historical periods became necessary. We decided to



first publesh the results of our reseaich by introducing individual anchitects
and their architectural work. This introduction will prepare the way for the
next phases of the work, in which historical periods and the totality of the
“lranian Architecture in the changing Era™ will be fully analyzed and
introduced

Thus, the results of more than twenty years of research can be published
in three levels or phases: first, “architects and ther works® including
architects, Iheir veorks and methods. second, ™historical periods” . including
the introduction of each period, the architectural work cantied on during
that pariod, and its architects, styles and tendencies; and third, *the
architecture of the changing times®, including: the analitical history of
changing architeciure, the changing of backgrounds, classilication of styles
and tendendies

The research group "Architectuse of Changing Times® was first
introduced to (the name of) “Kanm Taherzadeh Behzad® in 1988, folidwing
it efforts to understand the contemparary architectura af Iran whike
studying the raiway stalion buildings. Through this, it got to know about
Taherzadeh's architectural practice and his collaborations with Kazemzadeh
iranshahr in Betlin, Mealing with Kazemzadeh Iranshahe's son, by the aid of
mespactable researched, iraj Afshar, brought nesy light 1o the research,
*Pionears of Art®, a book by Karim Taherzadeh Behzad was a powerful
source provided by Ira) Afshat through doCumentary research.

The first efforts to contact Karim Taherzadeh Behzad's son, to reach
some documents, proved hopeless, After gathenng and completing the
documments and information of the first phase, m 1570, the group prepared
awiritten piece on Taherzadeh Behzad's works.

In the secand phase, work was continued with greater strength, and
through several visits, required information on his works in Tehtan and other



Cities was gathered, studied in detall, and cortected in many sessions. During
the process of document and informatian gathering, we came by a book in
two volumes called “the Artistic Movement During the Reign of Rezashah®,
which was promised to be published, bul Wwas not tll present, thus was
impossible to find, In the final stages of ocur work, when the book was still
in the process of punting, we finally got in contact with Firooz Behzad, son
of Karim Taherzadeh Behzad who lived in Germany. Through him, we found
access to the hand-written copy ol the book "the Artistic Movement During
the Reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi® and other valoable documents. After wards,
the book was reviewed and entiched by the new-found information.

Heraby, the * Architecture of the Changing Times® research group would
ke to sincerely thank Mr. Firooz Behirad for his generous aid.

The research group would also (ke to thank Hanieh Abbaszadeh for bat
efforts through all the stages of prepatations of the book. W ako thank
Lahea Parhazkar for her sincere collaboration in gathering the information
and her many visits 10 Behshahr and Meshed, and alo all our colleagues,
specially Mozhgan Fazh who has accompanied the group in its task for over
a decade.

We are most grateful to Nahid Beryani, Sobaila Pachelel, Masoudeh
Noorai, Samira Behrooz, lavad Naiml, Danial Danial, Ehsan Enjil Els, Javad
Abusaber and Emad Balar for thelr collaboration in the mesearch progess and
documentation.

Inttoduction to Kazem Kazermzadeh Iranshahr was only made possible by
the aid of respectable researcher, Mr, tra) Alshar and through Mr
kagemzadeh Iranshahi, The group found access 1o most valuable
information, we thank them both heretry. Qur thanks also to Ahmad Hatami
who provided us with much inforrmation regarding Karim and Hussein
Taherzadeh Behzad's family, The research group wishes 1o hold dear
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memories of All Khadem and Vaheh whase photo archive has akyays been a
rich source of inspiration for researchers and artists. Some of the photos in
this book hawe been purchised fram their precsous callection, It & our duty
to thank all Individuals and institutes, specially the arganization of Mational
Documents of lran, " Contemporary History of ran.* Research Institute,
Astan-e-Qodse-Razaw library, museum, and bulding office central bbrary of
Tehran Unnersty, Iran National Library, Parkament library, Raitway office and
attached organizations. Shahin Publishers in Meshed, and Mr, Mohammad
hojad Beryani for the dedication of his books, documents, photos and
pictures.

We would also like to thank Taraneh Yakia and Neda Ghiasi for taking
the responseility of translation and preparation of the English text, and
Mansour Kial, for the primary edition of the book

Finally, our sincere thanks to Did Publications and Did Graphics Inc. for

taking the responsibility of page layout, graphical design and printing of
the book.



