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Preface

The idea of the formation of the “Architecture
of Changing Times” research group was con-
ceived in 1982 and realized a year later in a
student circle and with five volunteer mem-
bers. The initial goal of the group was to be-
come acquainted with Iran’s history of modern
architecture and introduce the outstanding
architects and oeuvres of this era. Until then,
despite the dire lack of analytical and histor-
ical literature on Iranian modern architec-
ture, there were no organized and efficient
frameworks for the support and guidance of
research enthusiasts. As such, research activ-
ities faced numerous challenges, which some-
times led to the discouragement of research-
ers and the abandonment of research efforts.
From the very beginning, access to docu-
ments and sources proved to be problematic.
Most literature regarding the architecture of
this period was not based on solid evidence
and occasionally relied only on personal
judgement and undocumented sources. The
necessary documents and evidences were di-
verse and dispersed, and required extensive
literature review, field studies, collection of
written memoires, and documentation of oral
history. Literature review, for instance, includ-
ed an exhaustive consultation of newspapers
and periodicals, and documents of official reg-
istries (photos, slides, plans and drawings and
models), which reveals the scope of the re-
search activities. Towards the end of the 80’s,
the research group developed a new under-
standing of what was needed. In early 1990’s,
the group embraced freelance research as a
professional and national duty and expanded
its research intentions. The interactions be-
tween various phenomena such as moder-
nity, industry, archeology, world architecture
and socio-political developments became the
center of the attention and an analytical and
documented narration of the architectural his-
tory of this period, including an introduction of
architects and their works, was planned.

The “Architecture of Changing Times” refers
to a period in the history of architecture of Iran
characterized by constant “change”. From a
historical point of view, this period begins half-
way through the reign of Nassereddine Shah
Qajar and continues to present day. During
this time, change has taken on different char-
acteristic. Iranian and foreign architects have
created numerous buildings and a diverse

range of factors and influences have shaped
the changing era, which in turn is decom-
posed into various distinct historical periods.
With regard to this classification, the first step
towards disclosure of research results is the
introduction of individual architects and their
architectural work. The introduction of the ar-
chitects of each historical period facilitates the
presentation of these periods and an overall
understanding of the architecture of changing
times. Thereby, research results are present-
ed in three levels: introduction of architects,
introduction of historical periods and presen-
tation of an analytical history of the architec-
ture of changing times.

Thirty years have passed since the “Architec-
ture of Changing Times” research group initi-
ated its activities. During this time, alongside
individual research efforts of the members,
weekly Tuesday meetings have been held
-sometimes even on holidays- to consult and
discuss findings. The “Architecture of Chang-
ing Times” group, has thus far published four
books on individual architects: The Architec-
ture of Nikolai Markov, The Architecture of
Karim Taherzadeh Behzad, The Architecture
of Vartan Hovanessian, and The Architecture
of André Godard. The present book, The Ar-
chitecture of Paul Apcair, is the fifth book in the
series.

In the research quest of the “Architecture of
Changing Times” group, and with respect to
the influential architects of the past century
in Iran, the name of Paul Apcar, who created
valuable works of architecture through three
decades of professional practice, had only
occasionally surfaced. In a short interview in
1969, the Honar-o-Me’mari magazine intro-
duced the views of this architect and featured
some of his brick buildings. Later, in an article
titted “Three Armenian Architects” in the Book
of Tehran (Ne 1, 1991), written by architect
Behrouz Pakdaman, Paul Apcar was briefly
mentioned. In fall 2002, in a conference orga-
nized by an active Iranian-Armenian architect,
Armen Minasian, with cooperation of the “Ar-
chitecture of Changing Times Group”, Apcar’s
architecture was briefly discussed.
Detached from the bustle, the architect cre-
ated valuable works of architecture in var-
ious corners of the rapidly expanding city of
Tehran. These buildings of Bahmani brick, on
the corners of crossroads and along streets,
manifested a new definition of architecture,
changing the image of the city. Understand-
ing the context in which Apcar’s architecture
was shaped, influenced by his academic stud-
ies and the architectural trends of Europe of
the time, along with the introduction of his
works and their context, was undertaken by
the “Architecture of Changing Times” research
group.

It is necessary to mention that if Apcar’s ar-
chitectural works had not been previously
meticulously documented and organized,
and if Jean-Pierre Apcar, Paul's eldest son,
had not photographed some of his architec-
tural drawings, they would have never been

accessible for research purposes. After fifteen
years of continuous endeavor, the “Architec-
ture of Changing Times” group with the sup-
port and collaboration of individuals who shall
be named, finally succeeded in the collection
of all documents, images and drawings; The
“Architecture of Changing Times” group would
like to express their sincere gratitude to Mr.
Melik Jean-Pierre Apcar, who generously
provided the group with the family’s docu-
ments and archives and original negatives of
the photographed drawings and sketches of
Paul Apcar during his education in Saint-Luc
School in Schaerbeek, as well as the archi-
tect’s personal belongings such as books and
drafting equipment. Mr. Apcar also supported
the group through several interviews, joint vis-
its to projects, and identification of Saint-Luc’s
photos. The group also expresses thanks to
Mr. Armen Minasian for his research collab-
orations with the “Architecture of Changing
Times” group.

“Architecture of Changing Times” group paid
several visits to the city of Brussels, where
Paul Apcar had studied, as well as Amster-
dam, to simultaneously study the architecture
of Brussels and Amsterdam and discover
more about the St Luc school in Schaerbeek.
At the same time, a loyal friend, architect Mr.
Hamed Khosravi, with his professional preci-
sion and dedication, managed to find and pur-
chase three booklets on the period of Apcar’s
education in Saint-Luc school (1933-1936) for
the group. Luckily, these booklets included not
only information, images and documents re-
garding the works of students (including Paul
Apcar), but also information on the history of
the school’s developments, in particular af-
ter 1930’s. “Architecture of Changing Times”
group would like to thank Mr. Khosravi sin-
cerely. Throughout the quest for completion of
documents and data, many efforts were made
by architects collaborating with the group:
from numerous visits to and survey of residen-
tial buildings designed by Apcar, to visits to
governmental organizations, for which Apcar
had designed administrative and non-admin-
istrative buildings and supervised construction
works. In this regard, we would like to thank
Ms. Haniyeh Abbaszadeh and Ms. Zahra Par-
hizkar for their endeavors. We are particularly
grateful to Ms. Haniyeh Abbaszadeh who as-
sisted the group in the collection of the works.
The group also thanks Ms. Nahid Beryani for
the supervision of the documentation of the
works of Apcar, and the preliminary revision
and editing of the text. The group is grateful
to Ms. Laleh Khorami and Ms. Shima Boka,
for their support in the further steps of docu-
mentation.

The “Architecture of Changing Times” group is
also very much obliged to Ms. Negar Mansou-
ri, for her effective collaborations throughout
the final steps of documentation, collection of
evidence, layout and formatting of the book,
organization of references, preparation of the
first exemplar of the book, coordination with
editor and translators of English and French
sections, and revision of various parts of the



book.

We would like to thank Ms. Neda Ghiassi who
assisted us in the initial development of the
“World Architectural Context” chapter. We are
also grateful to Ms. Arsineh Keshishians who
patiently and meticulously redrafted the plans.
We express our gratitude to Ms. Bahareh Ze-
nian and Ms. Golnar Tajdar, who participated
in the text revision sessions and offered their
valuable suggestions; to Ms. Khorshid Saber,
who undertook the extraction of information
from periodicals over several years, the re-
sults of her efforts were invaluable to the de-
velopment of the contents of this book; also
to Ms. Behnaz Zenian who took charge of the
difficult task of preparation and layout of the
first mockup of the book.

Research and accumulation of information
would not have been possible but for the de-
voted cooperation of various institutions and
organizations within and outside of Iran, and
the support, guidance and efforts of many col-
leagues; in this regard we would hereby like
to earnestly thank the following institutes and
individuals:

- Iran’s national library and Documents
Center

- Iran’s institute of contemporary history
studies

- Central library and scientific archives of
Tehran University

- Ministry of Finance — main bureau of con-
struction

- Ministry of Post, Telegraph and Telephone
- Radio museum

- Former directors of Niagara cinema, Mr.
Ali Mosaffa and Ms. Leila Hatami

- Ali Khadem photography atelier

- Vaheh Terpanchian photography atelier
(Vaheh Photo)

- Mahmoud Pakzad photography atelier

- Samad Ghasemi photography atelier
(Photo Press)

- Ettela’at news agency

- Iran insurance company

- Faculty of Geography of Tehran University
- Municipality of the 6™ district of Tehran

- Rietveld foundation in Utrecht, Nether-
lands

- Grigor Loussavoritch church, Ms. Karineh
Khalatian and Mr. Vaheh Khaloyan

- Ms. Varti-Ter Chatikian

- Mr. Herayer Afrikian

- Ms. Emma Sarkissian

- Mr. Ali-Asghar Sa’ed-samiei

- Mr. Mehdi Gha’emi

- Mr. Iman Raeisi

- Mr. Shahen Hovsepian

- Mr. Vahid Shali Amini

- Mr. Leon Apcar, Paul Apcar’s brother

- Ms. Seda Apcar, Paul Apcar’s sister in law

- Ms. Fatemeh Nazar-Sho’ar
- Dr. Jamshid Farkhani

- Mr. Hamid Movaghar

- Mr. Ali-Gholi Ziaei

- Mr. Mehrdad Daftari

- Mr. Mahmoud Mosaddegh
- Dr. Inge de Vries

The initial translations to English and French
have been conducted by Ms. Firouz Salarian
and Ms. Soheila Ghassemi respectively. We
are grateful for their attention and efforts. Ms.
Neda Ghiassi and Mr. Laurent Bijard have un-
dertaken the edition and revision of the En-
glish and French texts respectively. Mr. Alireza
Seyyed-Ahmadian kindly accepted the re-
sponsibility of revision and edition of the Per-
sian text and final correction of nomenclature.
The support of these colleagues contributed
greatly to the quality of the text.

Mr. Mohammad-Ali Aziz Mohseni took charge
of editing the typography and layout of the
book, whereas, Ms. Mohammad Nezhad
Beryani, graphic designer and photographer,
was responsible for the graphic design and
editing of photos, illustrations and drawings.
We are grateful for their precision and dedi-
cation.

The publication process was coordinated by
Mr. Makan Zahraee, and supervised by Mr.
Mohsen Hagqiqgi as the publication manager.
The “Architecture of Changing Times” group
would like to express thanks for their support.

“Architecture of Changing Times Group”
2015
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