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Introduction

The research group " Architecture of Changing Times” was formed in the year
1982 and founded a year later with five volunteer members as a students’ group
or association, The first initiative of the group was to introduce the contempe-
rary history of architecture in Iran, and its important architects. To that date
there was neither enough analitical and historical literature produced on
the matler, nor was there any orgamization that would officially show the
way or help sponsorise the research work carried on by who passionately
was interested and worked on the subject. This is why some members
stopped their collaboration with the group.

Mevertheless the group *Architecture of Changing Times' encountered the
difficulties = including the lack of good and valid documents, the necessity
of refering to oral history and field research, long years of research in
newspapers and periodicals, different centers of national and architectural
documents and succeeded, 1o the end of the eighties, in the gathering of
many decuments on the subject.

During the nineties, freelance research work became a more serious
professional and national task, and more profound work on background
correlated themes, such as modemity, industry, archeclogy, the global architec-
ture and sodio-political changes was becoming necessary for a good analysis.

The group "Architecture of the Changing Times' works on a period of our
country's architecture of which social change was a permanent character:
Histarically, this period starts in the middle years of the reign of Masser-e-ddin
shah Qajar {during 1880}, and continues to the present day. Change is doubled
during this period with other different characteristics.

Many buildings built by franian or foreign architects during this lang pericd
were impressed by social change, and a dlassification of the architectural work
into histoncal periods became necessary. We decided to first publish the results
of our research through the introduction of indnidual architects and their archi-



tectural work, This introduction will prepare the way for the next phases of
the work, in which historical periods and the totality of the * Iranian
Architecture in the Changing Era™ will be fully analized and introduced.

Thus, the results of more than twenty years of research can be published
in three levels or phases: first, “architects and their work ", including architects,
their works and methods; second, “historical periods™, including the intro-
duction of each period, the architectural work carried on during thal period,
and its architects, styles and tendencies; and third, " the architecture of the
changing times”, including: the analitical histary of changing architecture, the
changing of backgrounds, classification of styles and tendencies.

Nikalai Markov is one of the architects of the changing times whose
work is presented in this volume. In the same series of = Architecture and
Architects”, we will also dedicate wvolumes to Kanm Taherzade
Behzad, Gabriel Gevrekian, Vartan Hovanessian, Paul Apkar, Mohammad Ali
Faroughi, Ali Sadegh, Keighobad Zafar, Roland Dubrole who have all had
active influences on Iranian architecture. Markow's architecture from the
19205 to the 19405 has an independent character because of his avantgarde
unigue approach vis a vis design, attention to local identities and global
innovative modernism.

The group thanks its volenteer collaborators, especially Ms, Mojgan Fazli
who has been working together with the group for more than ten years,

We also thank the ladies: Mahid Beryani, Soheila pachele, Hanieh
Abbaszadeh, Zahra Parhizkar, Masoudeh noorai, and gentlemen: lavad
Naiimi, Danial Daniel, Mejad Beryani, Hamid Naser Nasir, who have cooperated
with the group in research, and in all phases of the publication. Family docu-
ments and photos were put at our disposition by the kindness of Ms.
Tatiana Markov. We thank Professor Jamshid Genoyashevili, the
Ambassador of Giorgia, and Professor Michael Baglobov, of the Russian



Academy of Science, who kindly helped us in St Petersburg University. We
also thank Simon Aivazian and Moosavi Makooii and Mr. Darash who pro-
cured us with magnificent personal photos of the epoch. It is fortunate
to remind of the memory of All Khadem and Mahmood Pakzad, whose
archives of old photos have always been valuable, rich fonts for researchers
in art. We also thank all the people, public and private institutes, especially
the Organization of National Documents, the Central Library of the University
of Tehran, the National Library, and the library of the Ministry of slamic Ershad.
We obviously could not have published this valume without the collaboration
of all these dear friends and colleagues.

We also thank Ms. Dr.Taraneh Yalda who took the charge for the
English transtation of the text. Finally, we thank the "Did" publishing company
who took the responsibility of the layout, graphic design and the publishing of
the book.



